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CICERO 



A SKETCH OF HIS LIFE AND WORKS 



A Commentary on the Roman Constitution and Roman Public Life 

By HANNIS TAYLOR 

Hon. LL.D., of the Universities of Edinburgh and Dublin and of eight American Universities 

HIS EMINENCE JAMES CARDINAL GIB- 
BONS: 

"On perusing your great work, 'Cicero, A 
Sketch of His Life and Works/ my appreciation 
of him has been vastly enhanced. 

"You have exhibited to public view a fine, 
living, speaking portrait of the great Roman 
Tribune, with his many-sided talents, his cogent 
reasoning powers, his copious command of lan- 
guage, his logical train of thought, together with 
his recognition of a Supreme Being and a moral 
Governor of the world obtained solely by the light 
of reason. You have set before us a man who was 
a forerunner of the supernatural gospel light, by 

giving a complete picture of one whom the average student usually sees from a 
rather limited angle." 

THE NEW YORK TRIBUNE. 




"Dr. Taylor divines Cicero. That may be for 
some specific reason. There is a certain affinity 
between the two men, in their intense and im- 
passioned patriotism and in their interest in con- 
stitutional law. To this we may also add their 
common possession of philosophic minds, both 
analytic and reflective. Upon the result, however, 
of whatever causes, both Dr. Taylor and the 
public are to be felicitated. For it is a fine and 
useful thing thus to divine the greatest Roman — 
perhaps save one — of the pre-Augustan age. 

We must remember, then, that Cicero was one 
of the greatest lawyers of the world of all time. 
He was the leader of the Roman bar, says Dr. 
Taylor. 

"Nor must we forget his preeminence as a phi- 
losopher. It was not in vain that his education 
was chiefly Greek. He became deeply imbued 
with all that was best in the Stoic school, so that 
in pure philosophy he would have been a worthy 
contemporary of Plato himself. But to Stoic 
virtue and to Socratic vision he conjoined the 
juridical spirit of Rome, and from the compound 
evolved a philosophy all his own, which may not 



unreasonably be regarded as a forerunner of 
Christianity. 

"Now, it is this many sided but always master- 
ful Cicero that Dr. Taylor presents in what he 
calls a sketch, but which is a sketch of encyclo- 
paedic comprehensiveness. It is not, of course, 
as the sub-title indicates, merely a character study 
of the man. It is a critical study of his times, of 
the Roman constitution at the zenith of its power, 
and of Roman public life in what was incom- 
parably its most splendid and most significant 
epoch. It is also a coherent and vivacious narra- 
tive of those chapters of Roman history in which 
not only Cicero but also Pompey, Caesar, Sulla, 
Marius, Cinna, Crassus, Lucullus, Antony and 
young Octavius were vital figures. There is no 
other passage in the history of the world more 
pregnant with instruction, reminder and admoni- 
tion to the citizens of a republic. In part, there- 
fore, in its extensive considerations of the Roman 
constitution and the trend of Roman political life, 
this volume may be bracketed with the same au- 
thor's works on the British and the American con- 
stitutions in a sort of trilogy of republican evolu- 
tions." 



This account of Cicero's life and time should appeal with 
peculiar force to the American people, embodying as it does a 
record of conditions so nearly identical with our own. 
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